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The Honorable Jon Kyl
United States Senator
2200 East Camelback Road
Suite 120
Phoenix, AZ 85016

Dear Senator Kyl:

IN REPLY REFER TO:

CN9501913

RECEIVED

NAY.ts,.

FEDERAL =~ug;~~~A~~MM/SSlON

;}---No. of Copies rec'd, _
UstABCDE

Thank you for your letter of April 20, 1995, regarding an inquiry received from your
constituent, Mr. Morton Flom of M. Flom Associates, Inc., concerning our recent proposals,
in ET Docket 95-19, to relax the equipment authorization requirements for personal
computers. Mr. Flom expressed concerns regarding our proposal to require accreditation of
equipment testing laboratories under the National Voluntary Laboratory Accreditation Program
(NVLAP) operated by the National Institute of Standards and Technology.

Under our current regulations, all personal computers and peripherals to personal
computers must be authorized by the Commission through its certification procedure prior to
importation or marketing. This requirement is intended to limit the potential for interference
being caused by personal computer systems to television reception, police communications,
aircraft control systems, and other radio services.

We have recently received a number of requests to relax the FCC certification
requirements for personal computers and peripherals. The Information Technology Industry
Council, formerly the Computer and Business Equipment Manufacturers Association, claims
that eliminating the Commission authorization for personal computers and peripherals devices
would save manufacturers and suppliers of these products $250 million annually. In response
to these requests, we have proposed to eliminate our current equipment authorization process,
requiring instead that the manufacturer test its products and self-certify that they comply with
our standards. No information would have to be submitted to the Commission for approval.

We believe that it is important under a self-certification program to ensure that
laboratories that would test the personal computers and peripherals can adequately perform the
testing required. Laboratory accreditation programs, such as NVLAP, can provide this
assurance. Our proposal to require NVLAP accreditation was based on a suggestion
submitted by the American Council of Independent Laboratories.

The Commission is currently receiving comments on our proposal. Before any final
decision is reached, these comments will be reviewed to determine the most effective methods
that can be used for laboratory accreditation. We are particularly interested in suggestions
from the staff and management of the testing laboratories themselves as to how this can be
accomplished.
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I am placing a copy of Mr. Flom's concerns in the docket file for our proposal, a copy
of which has been enclosed for your information. Please contact me if you wish additional
information on this issue.

~~
Richard M. Smith
Chief
Office of Engineering and Technology

Enclosure

cc: Chief,OET
Rick Engelman
Dockets for inclusion in 95-19 (with copy of incoming) :./

J~eedVk1s105-09-95

Chief, TRB
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DOR - 4/28/95
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Chief, PRD



JON KYL
ARIZONA

702 HART SENATE OFFICE BUILDING
(202) 22.-.521

COMMITIEES:

JUDICIARY

INTELLIGENCE

ENERGY AND NATURAL RESOURCES

tinittd ~mttS ~rnatf
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-0304

April 20, 1995

~
f( ~.n_.

U 2200 EAST CAMELBACK ROAD
SUITE120

PHOENIX, /lIZ 86016
1602)~1891

7315 NORTH ORACLE ROAD

SUITE 220
TUCSON, AZ 85704

1602) 575-8633

Ms. Judith Harris
Director of Legislative Affairs
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street
Room 808
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Ms. Harris:

The enclosed information is sent for your consideration. Please investigate this matter
and forward to me the necessary information for response to my constituent, Mr. Morton
Flom.

Please reply to the attention of Mr. Mark: Staudobar in my Phoenix office. Thank
you for your assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

JON KYL
United States Senator

lK.:mps

Enclosure

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER
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~IrI:BD MAIL, B..R.R.

April 4, 1995.

VIA PU4 2c&A.4.... J: ....
602: 8.0-.848

senator John Itr1
363 Rua••ll seaate office Bldg.,
W.Bhinqt.on, DC 20510.

Sir:

We have been operatin9 an electron:Lc ta.t lab .:Lnce 1963
(in canada) and since 1973 ill Ariaona. oa&r teobn:Lcal/en9:l.n
eerift9 staff haft been, and are I aocredi~ by ~.rious

universities and oo11aqes and profe••ional ·•••ociations.
OUr t.st 8lte, PE'OcecSur•• and teat lab bave been certlfled
.s being in ao-pliallC8 with ,atJDAlt CC.lIOIfICA'l'IOit. coe-IISSION
u•S • COAST GUMD, GOY__'!' OF CANADA &.~ GOVBR1OlBlfT OF '
NEW ZIALAftD requirements from 1973, 1963 and 1994 respect
ively.

We have been serv1n9 clients who desi:re to 11la':r;ket their
products in t~ D.S.A. '!'he.. olients Cl08e frOil .a11' over
the U.S.A. aDd th. world. our oOiUinad 'experti.e, exper
ience exceeds 50 ye.r••••S•• ZXhibit l¢

The F.C.C. is pl'opo8iftC) that t ••tinq laborat;ories now be
accredited by It\'LAP (N.tional ~l.aboratory Acored
ltatlon Program) •••S•• Exhibit 2~~oVed, this will,

a. create a qua.i-bureaucratic Monster
b. lncr•••• t ••t1n9 co~t. to the consumer
c. cau....rlouB d.laya
d. cau.. ...ll.r t ••t lab. and their eaploy...

to sutter and could torce them out of busine•• '

Initial co.t. 'of S10.000 to $20,000 are for....n
a. ,well a.a annual coats ot $5,000 to $10,000•••
see BXh1b1ts.3 and '4.

Our stu4y has revealed that in approximately 1990,
201 of the 1a" were ..lIber. of MYLAP. In 1995
only .pproxl-.tely 2.' are _hers ••• these be1ng
the very large labs.

we ar. veb...ntly oppo••4 to ~1. propel.l hy the F.e.c•••••
Exhibit S. There are better ways, 110m. of whlch are outllned
on Page 2 of Exhibit 4.

We would appreciate your attention and~

MORTON P'LOII 07 ? 9., President
1D':ln9f

;

i
,I
i
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I

I
'BXH~BIT

1..;,

I. Technical/Engineering .-ployees have been graduated

from McGill Un1ver.lty, A.8.U.-and ".a C~un1ty colleqe

II . .ploy... are ~rs of:
'. c.a. :r_

Institute of Bleatrical Blectronio Engineers

b. RMft
••tional A8.oci~t1ap of Radio .~ Te~ecom Bngineers

. ..: , .' . ~ . .' .
J '

c. MS1t.
••tional society ot ,profe••1on~l'Bn'1n••rs

III. Client baa. conalats of manufacturer. 10cated in:

I
i.

, I

!

1
I

i
I
.i

."I
!
;
I
I
:
i
I

,I

R-95%

U.S.A.
DGLMD

NORWAY
PIIiLAND

IICHG KONG
TAIWAN

MALAYSIA

CAMADA
!tAMe!:

sn:oD
KORBA

JAPU
SINGAPORE

Nn ZEALAND
AUSTRALIA
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~. fLOM ASSOCIATES, INC TEL No.602 926 3598

-~ .

Apr 04,95 14:42 P.04

• ell 1111 of ",...-i CiWiiPI .n to be
................... DoCa III III iIIdJy'JuII compa_•. wIIbtIui , of............ III."'. ewa..., tJl '., I.· ... lie 1Ied build
.... 1f..1Ie CD"""""" of BwrJ,ti ....~ 1& eh.Iqld..... "
........ audMxtIIIion Is reqIIiNd 1M P,,1Il mill.

Aedoa by cbe Commillloll Felli., 7. 1995, by Nodce of PIopoIed l.ulemlldDl

-PCC-

..M.dia CONICoU: A' 1., ...' ry~. (20Z) 411-0500.
0ftIce of~ .. T•• IIlID' : Jalla A. lied II (202.) 139-0704. .. . ..
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M. FLOM ASSOCIATES. INC TEL No.602 926 3598

CO"~O"ATION

Apr 04.95 14:43 P.05

.KHIBI'f
I 3,

Mlldal.l",
. .

.......,., ..... if)'Ol ......_· ftllMow.......~

...............,,...,..... 3 s ~_•••r.,N\'LAP(IlIIl1.".. ,:O' 7 " =
L " "-nat ._ ' "Ill ••,at,a" ..,. COlt

)'18 ..,nsI,u.'''''It"Ie••- .,....II"-"Y per toe....

. WhIt it your~1 WiIl)'GII: fl GIlGIlt,.,. It Or. . ..
• TIU the PCC _alliin.... II ..... idea.

,.. 12. 1Ind1 ....,.you to do tbI_. u.,au vat to yiDJd aantrol ofyaar",..hR. toNVLAP.

...-rcc '111 191" I•• or NVLAP••,~. fbr d PeC
I (NYLAP lIIlIII ) TIiINVLAP..,I ~.ia.tbI*'* lof
__h.IIPCC OCPlbMly7.19Ia l' IIipartMo. DC95--1&,BTDoaIaI'''19.

....11.IImy 1It'Iei1O Mr. 811 <:-'111 a• .,CIf.rcc. It hW"wm.._oftlllNVLAP~ ....ud

...... aIConMltiw. You may ....oIIaat.......,.. 1witJald......NaIlliviIIa )'GIII'CDIIUIIIIItI.

l-.a.,.. tID. OM ar_of......"..1If...."bs$ ...t_a copy:
1....,., 0WIl COIl. TEll to Nr. e-,•• I1:'1i "0_ .'1 MPItM. ...- • t.... .
1. OrYW" WIl.a. to'"•...,11., ~,.. bI cud. wrieD".-ac OIl die ....... liplL
3. s.t)'llllW' .......... aida CIWrI,.,c.i ,... _II IlIi•. (SiIaeI".. .-

....dIe.- aad addrllllU ofll otJlPfea. ft.,.o.;", I called dID.....DIIk at my

....LbIry.)
4..... )'OW' CIIicIIII ottJID...- t • 1ia,...., or willi. aDIMIIc'&tI:r, to...tbB to also laid dIrir

G: _10 Mr. CIIaD, Coap_'" t1IeirtrIdD 01......011I.· NVLAP WI "'WIIy iDcnaae the COlIS to our
eli_ Av ICI'YIca.

S. Ccact an,.. --,au ....... tic 1IIIpftd. .
PLEASE SEND TO ME ACOPY Of Y()lIll COMMENTS IIId your....-uona.

• If)'GU would 1"tol'llCliw .-capy of I will be...to OW' cIitmJ. and a copy otattomoy Torry
MM... aMI)W fifth. FCC's ".,.. on III r4thi1 NotUle ofPlapOIOd~Irin&,
pee... ..... to 1M a ItaInpod (.55~), C151.d, '10._'" Abo cnobt y~rbuaalcud.

"g 7"11M. n.FCC. erpeeted11) act aD thiI pmpoaaI by~y or 11m:. Don'\: waitl 1bc ft1turc of )'OUr buIilaI.lIId
yaur cbeckbodc, Is It 11IIb~

8100 lrYi8e C... Drive. BuDd.. B. Irvine. CA·92718

R
-9S"" lCIephone: (714) 4~3·2fi1K) .fAX: (714) 4~3·8D

~ 602 926 3598 04-04-95 04:41PM poos #46
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M. FLDM ASSOCIATES. INC

'*'-Y 11, 1995

TEL No.602 926 3598

CERTlTECff
CO .. "ORATION

Apr 04;95 14:43 P.06

IEXaIBIT
l. i.

. Mr. - e--. .......,.
, ••••11 Ccc dllli_0........
1919V_N.W.WI.".D.C. 20554

Willa' flaws _ia••~,.,...to MVLAP ..~......."
...au : • tIIIt --.,...,.'klsn Dr __ c**
......."'..NlnIiDBII at..ni.....,.. Voluntary
LIMIltOIy~ProaNa· u..dlilllltll'I' aFlla ~dItationptOpOII1
to the NVLAP Your 00ftIicIII1don or.the"'~ CIIIJII..ItI.~·~~

1. nePCC eor..........,...., '·F dWtbodyiathtt~ ..... iDcIudi.. thI.LJIII'.01. "'rlDCU '••".1 •• iitB (. J1..-.....).n.fCC .-uk!'Mt .
........ • "".'. itt""1 ••• to ., ,- BlpleiIDyN'VLAP. No eatity is Ileeclld
~daeJlCC,"""'.II"""-'I. .. :.' .,:

2. T1IeNV.LAP·......, r' i .,...... ~.fg1IPCC ~.
3. ".NY'LAP_J_._ ~~~·.•~IIId"_JlIQPOM ••. Itllddl
. 11•••.111. 1"---'''-'~.~•• I''tD•• *.......... tIWte.

NYLAP"to..,.............~_.1fW toby~b..orpr.-t
, NVLAP 111II. '. ". . . . I '

4. ~NVI.AP 1Ir..~.~.. allllXXd ofMare IDd htct of ..................., ,.....NYLAPt.......... ..
S. NlIT _ .. tbIt ~ .. -(RVLAP)......... lave. domeItic'Yllue. II (1tIDy

w..... NVCAS!IN1ST. III 19M) Madl" • til tried~ ita_.e.
6: TIae~D_ .. IIDt ~. Burope ..._ ....... "ianditonll

• "B1npIonIy
....to be -.&ed that U.S. 1a1JII..camp_.• The Pee caa accredit tbr MI'IR the U.S. and
WDdd rwapiticm. '.

7. TIleNV.LAP" 7••nduce....lIioIl ....U.S. IIbontories by cl1IIMtically inoreuifta
COllI_ cciIIIpl_dty. driviaI- out oCbuIineII. (Tho NVLAP IICheme is ptHIOted by a fIw
cht•••ic.. fOreiBn 'special iIMnIiII- who INa..rt'-that this deer'" competitioD w.iI1 be the......)

I. n.NVLAP II'" .-._ eiLy•.......". and rIiIeI the ;ipl1IIIt poQibiIity ofbotll
tMk iall_ mldwIIF.1."1tIII NVlAP...die Pee. .

9. N\'LAP It ."anedby a"., h ~tIIe 150 FCCI" .14 tIItiIlIlIbontorieI ill the
U.I... the IiIIIted NVLAP· , WIllIe the~ CouaoiJ or ..
III'F, 1.'DDI11.1Mr....(ACIL)., .....,art..JK'OIIIIIl, itllII8IIbfdlljp iDclud. only a'"
..... of1be ISO fCC roJit.lndllbt In the U.S..

.. \

. I.,
,
i

"\
i
!.,

.J.
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~. FLOM ASSOCIATES. INC

..
TEL No.602 926 359B Apr 04.95 14:45
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